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Power situation likely to be

| ‘ememgrim in most parts of the

country during peak summer

MITUL THAKKAR
NEW DELHI
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mm | {'s going to be a summer of discontentinmost

parts of the country this year as the power sit-
uation is grim. Some states are unlikely to
meet even half the total demand in the peak
season, raising concerns of another grid col-
lapse. The situation is critical in places where
state electricity boards are bleeding and have
nat secured the power they need to supply
Since they are unable to recover the cost of
electricity, they are reluctant to make ade-
quate purchases as this will only increase
their losses. The government is concerned
that the demand-supply mismatch in states
may endanger the national grid, which had
collapsed dramatically last year, leaving half
the country indarkness for long.

The power ministry has directed power-deficit
states to submit their load-shedding schedules
to prevent grid failure. The government will
closely monitor grid discipline, officials said.

Several parts of south India are already fac-

ing a large power deficit, and the absence of

adequate transmission facilities makes it dif-
ficult t=bridge the gap, leaving industries.in
the lurch. The situation in the north isalso a
matter of cor ern, officials said.

In Uttar Pradesh, utilities are likely to black
out residents ta balance demand and the lim-
i6aa mamnlv enthat thevdo not trigger another
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Uttar Pradesh to
witness frequent
load shedding

J&K to have
1534 mw deficit

Haryana s tapping
i new sources to
| maintain supplies

Punjab is facing
highest shortfail

of over 3,000 mw
Himachal Pradesh '

is preparing load-
shedding plan

3,500 mw in 2012-13, will be able to reduce the
deficit to 3,000 mw. It is expecting to draw
short-term power from Rajasthan, Jammu &
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat. It
has projected 13,200 mw of demand this sum-
merasagainst 12,200 mw last year.

The hilly states ate also in deficit. Himachal
Pradesh, which faced a shortage of 434 mw
and met demand of 1,672 mw in 2013-14, will
continue to face challenges while Jammu &
Kashmir, where distribution losses are
among the highest in the country, may be able
tomeet only half of the state’s peak power de-
mand this summer. However, residents in Del-
hiand Haryana can expect a better power sup-
ply situation this summer when electricity

. demand peaks between May and July.

Delhi's electricity demand is expected to re-
ach 5,850 mw compared with 5,650 mw last
yeat Distribution arms of Reliance Infras.
tructii¥e and Tata Power have assured the
power ministry of meeting higher demands
in Delhi, where per capita power consump-
tion is double the national average at 1,651
units of electricity per annum.

“However, BSE RajdhaniPower submitted
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